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Abstract: This study seeks to understand and explain the processes of bordering and de-
bordering by analysing the daily practices of the local communities: 1) how people in the
borderlands interpret and strategically utilise borders; 2) how their everyday activities are
shaped by their interactions with diverse actors. The arguments are grounded in
ethnographic research conducted from 2022 to 2023 in two border kampungs in West
Kalimantan and Sarawak borderlands. According to Espanol (2020, 146), understanding
everyday life in borderlands is essential because it helps explain the social construction of
borders. It is also vital to explore the construction of borders from a bottom-up perspective by
examining personal experiences and the construction of power structures. Interactions
among diverse actors in daily life are significant in understanding how their actions influence
those power structures. The empirical data demonstrate that regular visits driven by familial
ties, communication in shared languages, and cross-border trade facilitate negotiations of
bordering and de-bordering processes. The daily practices of local residents are further
influenced by their engagement with diverse actors, including government officials,
educational institutions and teachers, local elites, Indonesian NGOS, and Malaysian Dayak
organisations. As the past continues to shape the interpretation of the present, collective
memories of historical events such as the Indonesia-Malaysia Confrontation (1963-1966),
anti-communist military operations (1966-1970s), border demarcation after 1970, shared
memories of Dayak ancestors and ancestral lands, and the history of the kampung—evolved
from family relations—are crucial for understanding how local communities negotiate
borders. The empirical data reveal that borderland residents have made several adaptations,
such as leveraging familial ties, shared languages, and commonalities, to use borders for social
and economic interactions and in response to the presence of diverse actors. This highlights
how bordering and de-bordering processes unfold, as observed through the lived experiences
of local inhabitants in the borderlands.
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